
Lesson 2 - Vocabulary Log (for teacher reference) 
 

Name: _______________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________ 
 

Word  Meaning or Example 

Tax  ● an amount of money that a government requires 
people to pay 

● used to pay for the things done by the government 
 

 

Local and state taxes 
 
 
 
 
 

● Based on earned income 
● May differ by state 
● Local taxes apply to people who live and work in a 

locality 
● State taxes are collected from entire state 

 

Local and state tax spending 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Public schools 
● Libraries 
● Welfare 
● Government projects 
● Law enforcement and fire service 
● Health care services 
● Road construction 
● Services which benefit communities 

Federal taxes 
 

 
 

 
 

● Separate from state and local taxes 
● About same amount as state and local governments 

combined 
● Used to provide services and protection for U.S. 

residents 

Federal tax spending 
 
 
 
 
 

● Social security 
● National defense 
● Health care 
● Social safety net programs 
● Education  
● Research 
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Lesson 2 - Exit Ticket (for teacher reference) 
 

Name: _______________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________ 
 
 
Why is “Taxation Without Representation” a relevant motto for present day citizens of Washington, 
D.C.? 
 
Write your response in the space below.  
 
Student answers will vary. 
 
The motto “Taxation Without Representation” is still accurate for the citizens of D.C. because they 
are paying high federal taxes but they are not represented in United States Congress. This motto is 
relevant for citizens of Washington, D.C. because they do not have a say in how their tax dollars are 
being spent. 
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